CHAPTER   XXII
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN'S GOVERNMENT
1905
DURING the autumn of 1905 Balfour was still telling his friends
that the state of foreign affairs required him to hold on, though
many of them thought his parliamentary drcumstances to be humiliat-
ing and dangerous to their party. But holding on required the
forbearance of the Chamberlainites who were strong enough to defeat
him. At the beginning of November they broke out into loud
complaints against his equivocal leadership, and at the meeting of
the National Union of Conservative Associations at Newcastle on
November 14, succeeded in passing over his head a resolution demand-
ing the undiluted Chamberlain policy. Five days later, at a meeting
of the Liberal Unionist Council, Chamberlain protested vehemently
against further concessions to the Free Trade minority, and compared
the Unionist party to an army which was being led into battle on
the principle that the lamest man should govern its march.
It was evident by this time that if Balfour waited for the reassembling
of Parliament, the Chamberlainites would make his position impossible,
and he now decided to resign at once of his own free will. In this
he was probably influenced by the fact that the Liberal party had
fallen into one of its periodical crises on the Irish question, and by so
doing afforded him a chance of diverting the issue from the dangerous
subject of Tariff Reform to the more favourable ground, as he con-
sidered it, of Ireland. Accordingly on December 4 he tendered his
resignation to the King.
At the moment it seemed a shrewd calculation, for the Liberal
leaders were in fact in great confusion. On November 23 Campbell-
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